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Continued |in Chapter 18 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


‘YU18% - TREE TROUBLE 


TITLE CTSURI SANUID IS A REFERENCE 10 RAKUGO STORY CALLED 7X25!) =: 
GEL FISHING THRICE. 

THE STORY IS ABOLIT THE DAUGHTER OF A RICH FAMILY ANO ONE OF THE HOUSE SERVANTS FALLING IN LOVE. 
APTER AWHILE, THE SERVANT IS SENT 10 WORK WITH HIS BROTHER AT A BUDDHIST TEMPLE. DISTRAUGHT, THE 
DAUGHTER RUNS AWAY FROM HOME ANO TRIES TO FINO THE TEMPLE, ONLY 10 BE TRICKED AND KILLED BY A MAN 
WHO SAYS HE CAN GIVE HER DIRECTIONS. 

SUSPICION IS THROWN ON THE SERVANT, ANO THE REST OF THE STORY DETAILS HIM TRYING TO COME UP WITH THE 
TRUTH. 

THIS CHAPTER WAS FIRST PUBLISHED ON 9TH DECEMBER 2010. 


PAGE @: 

“ALL OF THE OTHER REINOEER, USED TO LAUGH AND CALL HER NAMES!":— 

‘THE ORIGINAL LINE HERE IS THE JAPANESE TRANSLATION FOR THE SONG “RUDOLPH THE REO-NOSED REINDEER”. 
MORE LITERAL TRANSLATION HERE WOULD BE: 

"EVERYONE ALWAYS MAKES FUN OF HER, BUT MARII-SAN’S REO NOSE HELPS LIGHT UP THE DARK". 

I THOUGHT 1'9 STICK CLOSER TO THE ORIGINAL ENGLISH LYRICS HERE 10 BETTER INDICATE THAT 

TETORA IS SINGING 10 THAT TUNE. 


PAGE 7: 
“SORRY, I CAN'T MAKE IT TODAY >_< - EBIZO":- 
REFERENCE TO ICHIKAWA EBIZO XI, A FAMOUS STAGE ACTOR, ANO FREGUENT RECURRING GAG IN JOSHIRAKU. 


PAGE I: 

“THEY'RE OUT OF FRIEO CHICKEN!”:- 

THE BOX THE DELINGUENT IS HOLDING UIP SAYS KARAAGE-KUN, WHICH IS A BRAND OF FRIED CHICKEN OFFERED BY 
THE LAWSONS CHAIN OF CONVENIENCE STORES. 


« CANAOZURI SANJID WHICH MEANS 


WARRIOR OF THE LIGHT, KAZUHIRO HARAGUCHI:- 

DEMOCRATIC JAPANESE POLITICIAN. 

APTER A LEAKED INFORMATION EMAIL SCANDAL, HARAGUCHI APPEARED ON A TELEVISION SHOW AND ACCUSED 
THE OPPOSITION PARTY ANO THE EMAIL PROVIDER OF COLLUDING AND TRYING TO CONTROL POLITICS. 

IN THIS INTERVIEW, HE PROMISED TO "FIGHT THE DARKNESS" THAT WAS CORRUPTING POLITICS. 

ALL THIS MAQE HIM SOUND LIKE A CONSPIRACY THEORIST, ANO HE WAS FIRED FROM HIS POSITION. 


A COMPANY PRESIDENT WHO WISHES TO USE THE LINE OF LIGHT:- 
SOPTBANK’S CEO, MAYAGAGHI SON ANO HIS PLAN TO CHANGE ALL JAPAN'S INTERNET 10 FIBRE OPTIC. 


YUUI TANAKA, ORAWN IN BY THE LIGHT OF HIKARI OTA:- 
COMEDY DUO BAKUSHOU MONDAI. HIKARI MEANS LIGHT IN JAPANESE. 
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Continued in Chapter 19 


TRANSLATOR'S NOTES 


OREAMER’S VENGEANCE CEO that - YUMEMI NO ADAUCHID 


TITLE IS A PLAY ON THE NAME OF AN OLD RAKUGO STORY CALLED 7ERO thi 
CHANAMI NO ADAUCHI - FLOWER VIEWING VENGEANCE). 


IN THE STORY, SOME YOUTHS, BORED OF HAVING NOTHING TO 00 BUT WATCH FLOWERS IN THE SPRING, 
DECIDE TO MAKE ANO PERFORM A VIOLENT PLAY 10 KEEP THEMSELVES ENTERTAINED. 

DURING THEIR PLAY, A GROUP OF SAMURAI WHO ARE LOOKING FOR AN ACTUAL VIOLENT DISPUTE APPEAR, AN 
CHALLENGE THE BOYS TO A FIGHT. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED STH JANUARY 2011 


PAGE U: 

“I KNOW YOU LIKE MAKING THIS JOKE BUT..” 

A CONTINUATION OF THE JOKE IN CHAPTER 17. THE WORD GAN USES IS TENDON CAH), WHICH MEANS A 
VOKE THAT RELIES ON BEING REPEATED OVER AND OVER AGAIN FOR FULL COMEDIC EFFECT. 


PAGE G: 

“ANO TO TOP IT OFF, A STRANGE WESTERN MAN CLAIMING TO KNOW MY MOTHER 
SHOWS UP...” 

THIS IS A REFERENCE 10 A JAPANESE TELEVISION DRAMA CALLED "LOVE FROM OREGON", IN WHICH 

A YOUNG BOY LOSES HIS PARENTS, AND IS ASKED TO MOVE 10 OREGON BY HIS UNCLE 


PAGE 9: 

“WELL, MAYBE WE SHOULD SHOW HER SOME GOOD LUCK OMENS...” 

IT 1S CONSIDERED TO BE PARTICULARLY GOOD LUCK 10 OREAM OF MOUNT Ful, A HAWK, AND EGGPLANTS. 
THIS BELIEF HAS BEEN IN PLACE SINCE THE EARLY E00 PERIOD BUIT THERE ARE VARIOUS THEORIES REGARD- 
ING THE ORIGINS AS TO WHY THIS PARTICULAR COMBINATION WAS CONSIDERED TO BE AUSPICIOUS. ONE 
THEORY SUGGESTS THAT THIS COMBINATION IS LUCKY BECAUSE MOUNT FUJI IS JAPAN’S HIGHEST MOUNTAIN, 
THE HAWK IS A CLEVER ANO STRONG BIRO, ANO THE WORD FOR EGGPLANT CNASH OR NAGUBI iF) SUGGESTS 
ACHIEVING SOMETHING GREAT CNASU pe dD. ANOTHER THEORY SUGGESTS THAT THIS COMBINATION AROSE 
BECAUSE MOUNT FUUI, FALCONRY, AND EARLY EGOPLANTS WERE FAVORITES OF 

THE SHOGUN TOKUGAWA TEYASU. 


PAGE 12: 

“IO BETTER NOT SLIP BACK INTO REALITY AGAIN” 

THIS IS A REFERENCE TO A RAKUGO STORY CALLED SHIBAHAMA, IN WHICH A MAN FINDS A PURSE STUFFED 
PULL OF MONEY, ANO CELEBRATES BY GETTING BLIND ORUNK. 

IN AN EFFORT 10 STOP HER HUSBAND FROM DRINKING SO MUCH, HIS WIFE TELLS THE HUSBAND THAT HIM 
FINDING THE MONEY WAS A OREAM, AND HE WAS PULLING THEM BOTH INTO DEBT. HE BEGINS TO FIX HIS 
WAYS. 

APTER 3 YEARS, HE RECEIVES A PARCEL FROM THE POLICE WITH THE UNCLAIMED MONEY INSIDE, ANO HIS 
WIFE FINALLY TELLS THE TRUTH THAT HE HAO ACTUALLY TAKEN THE MONEY TO THE POLICE WHILE ORUNK, AND 
SHE HAO JUST WANTED HIM 10 STOP ORINKING. 

RATHER THAN BEING MAO, HE THANKS HIS WIFE FOR HELPING HIM CHANGE. HIS WIFE ASKS HIM IF HE’O LIKE TO. 
BUY A ORINK WITH THE MONEY, 10 WHICH HE RESPONDS "I'D BETTER NOT SLIP BACK INTO THE OREAM AGAIN". 
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Chapter 19 
Farewell, Glasses 


WHY DON’T 
YOU LIGHT 
THEM ON 

FIRE?! 
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Conta in Chapter 20 —45- 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


FAREWELL GLASSES: 


TITLE (MEGANE WAKARE) IS A PUN ON OLD RAKUGO STORY CALLED FAREWELL CHILO CKOWAKARED, 
WHICH DETAILS THE STORY OF A SKILLEO MAN, WHO WASTES HIS TALENT BY BEING CRUNK ALL THE TIME. 
CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED 9TH FEBRUARY 201 


PAGE 2: 

“WHY DON’T YOU LIGHT THEM ON FIRE!” 

LIGHTING YOUR NAILS ON FIRE IS AN EXPRESSION THAT MEANS 10 LIVE FRUGALLY, BEING SO POOR THAT YOU NEED 
TO BURN YOUR FINGERNAILS FOR WARMTH. 


PAGE 3: 
“PLEASE JON'T GRATE WASABI ON ME!” 
WASABI GRATERS COROSHIGANE) TRAGITIONALLY USE SHARK SKIN AS THE GRATING SURFACE 


PAGE U . 
“BIG SI6TER-SKIN!” 
A PHRASE THAT MEANS THAT A GIRL HAS A STRONG, BULLHEAJED ANO RESILIENT NATURE, LIKE A BIG SISTER 


PAGE G: : 

“IT LOOKS KINOA BUTCH...” 

THE ACTUAL WORD GAN USES IN THIS PANEL IS ONEE C42), WHICH IS A SLANG WORO FOR GAY USED IN THE 

JAPANESE GAY COMMUNITY, WHO HAVE THEIR OWN UNIQUE SLANG SYSTEM CALLED ONEE-KOTOBA 

CLIT. BI6-SISTER SPEAK). 

Ms Wore "O-NEE" IS ALGO A WORD USED 10 REFER 10 AN OLOER SISTER OR SOMEONE IN A BIG-SISTER KINO 
IF ROLL. 


“WHEN I THINK OF B16 SISTERS... I THINK OF THESE!” 

AMAMI YUKI - FAMOUS JAPANESE ACTRESS KNOWN FOR PLAYING MALE ROLES 

YONEKURA RYOKO - ACTRESS KNOWN FOR PLAYING VILLAINOUS CHARACTERS 

NAKAMA YLUIKIE - FAMOUS ACTRESS WHO WAG IN THE “TRICK” SERIES, IN WHICH SHE PLAYED A SOMEWHAT 
BIG-SISTERLY ROLE 

AFGHAN HOUND - LONG-HAIRED 0065 WITH A BAD TEMPER 

HIROSHIMA PREFECTURE SEAL - DUE 10 IT’S SIMILARITY TO FLICKY, LINRULY HAIR 


PAGE 7: 
KIGU’S DRAWING 
THIS IS ANEGO-GAN, FROM MANGA ANO ANIME SAZAE-SAN. THE WORD "ANEGO" MEANS BI6 SISTER. 


PAGE 9: 
“WOU ONLY HAVE U PEOPLE...” 
SUPER SENTAI SGUADRON TYPICALLY HAVE 5 MEMBERS 


PAGE II: 

“LIKE A SUSAN BOYLE SONG!” 

SUSAN BOYLE IS A SCOTTISH SINGER WHO PARTICIPATED IN A MAJOR BRITISH TALENT SHOW, AND WON WORLOWIDE 
ACCLAIM FOR HER SINGING VOICE 


PAGE 12: 
“THE LIGHT OF A FIREFLY...” 
pd HERE 16 HOTARU NO HIKARI, WHICH IS SUNG TO THE TLINE OF AULD LANG SYNE. OFTEN SUNG AT GRADUATION 


TITLE PAGE NOTES 


TITLE PAGE: 
SION AT TOP: #TBIFLRR - GANKYOU DEFEATED 


SLABIERD * * * HATES - JOSHIORA - REFERENCE TO MOSHIDORA, BY NATSUMI IWASAKI 
DD TICEEB - KATTE NI RAKUGO - REFERENCE 10 KATTE NI KAIZOU, BY KUMETA 


AB - SUNSHINE SOLDIER - REFERENCE TO THE SUNSHINE’S SOLDIER POKA POKA, ALSO BY KUMETA, 
AN LUCKY STAR, BY KAGAMI YOSHIMIZU 


AL OBBRTATEIC FFE DIDI - I CANT POSSIBLY BE THIS BAD AT RAKUGO! - REFERENCE 
10 MY LITILE SISTER CAN'T POSSIBLY BE THIS CLITE!, BY TSUKASA FUSHIMI 


BREDISAS - THE OTAKU WHO LEPT THROUGH TIME, A REFERENCE TO THE GIRL WHO LEPT THROUGH TIME, 
BY YASUTAKA TSUTSUI 


HEROY/2‘4 - ATTACK ON SANOSUKE, A REFERENCE 10 ATTACK ON TITAN BY HAUIME ISAYAMA, ANO 
SANOSUKE, THE YELLOW MASCOT CHARACTER THAT APPEARS PREGUENTLY IN SZS. HAJIME ISAYAMA HAS WRITTEN 
ON HIS BLOG THAT HE IS A FAN OF JOSHIRAKU, SO THIS IS YASU PAYING RESPECT BACK. 
SRERCOD J —ZAT Efe Dw! | - RAKUGO CO SERIES "SECOND ACT" 

LEY—B RE - 6BIZO PHOTO COLLECTION! 

TRERE - TIGER AND ORAGON, REFERENCE TO A RAKUGO THEMED ORAMA FROM 2005 

SEYDBE - RAKUMONOGATARI - REFERENCE TO THE MONOGATARI SERIES, BY NISIO ISIN 

A+ A—/ BEB - SCUBA RAKUGO 

POO \y bSBR - ACROBAT RAKUGO 

TELS - DANSHIRAKU 

SBA - BIG RAKUGO DICTIONARY 

TK3E36 - KOURAKUEN - REFERENCE 10 KOVIEN, AN IMPORTANT AND FAMOUS JAPANESE DICTIONARY 
DIZ+F7E - RAGMA RAGIO, A REFERENCE TO MAGRA DOGRA, BY YUMENO KYULIGAKU 


SEERA - RAKUGOUIN, A REFERENCE TO TOKYOUIN, A MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR THOSE THAT LIVE OR COME FROM 
TOKYO, SIMILAR TO THE NEW YORKER, BUT WITH A NARROWER SCALE. 
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TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


FOUR JOKERS 

TITLE C2U#uteAK - YONMAI KISHOUD IS A PUN ON A RAKUGO STORY CALLED SANMAI KISHOU C= HEED, 

WHICH MEANS “THREE VOWS”. 

‘THE STORY IS ABOLIT A WOMANIZING CARPENTER, WHO MADE A VOW 10 MARRY A FEMALE FRIEND OF HIS. 

WHILE MEETING WITH HER ONE DAY, ANOTHER YOUNG MAN APPEARS, WHO HAS ALGO MAZE A VOW WITH THE WOMAN TO 
MARRY HER. THE STORY GOES ON TO DESCRIBE THEIR TRUE FEELINGS. 


‘THE WAY KISHOU IS WRITTEN IN THE CHAPTER TITLE Cia) IS A DIFFERENT FROM HOW IT IS WRITTEN NORMALLY Citas, 
ANO IS A REFERENCE 10 KISHOUTENKETSU C#27R ARIE), THE TRADITIONAL STRUCTURE OF GAST-ASIAN NARRATIVES, 
PROBABLY MOST RECOGNISABLE AS THE STRUCTURE OF U-KOMA MANGA. 

IT MEANS INTROQUCTION CKI - #2, DEVELOPMENT CSHOU - 3D, TWIST CTEN - $5) AND CONCLUSION CKETSU - #5) 
CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED 9TH MARCH ZOTI. 


PAGE 3: 

“WE CAN BE THE ELITE FOUR!” 

THE ORIGINAL ELITE FOUR REFERS 10 THE U GREAT GODS OF BUIDOHISM, BLIT THE PHRASE APPEARS IN MANY 
MANGA AN ANIME. 


PAGE U: 

“OON'T GIVE ME THE HEART!” 

REFERENCE TO ENEMIES IN FIST OF THE NORTH STAR, OF WHICH HEART IS ONE OF THE FOUR CHIEF VASSELS. 
HE"S PICTURED BEHIND KIGU IN THIS PANEL. 


“THE TOKUGAWA ELITE FOUR?” 
A TERM USEO TO REFER TO FOUR OF TOKUGAWA IEYASU'S RETAINERS WHO ARE MOST ASSOCIATED WITH HIS RISE TO 
HEGEMONY: HONDA TADAKATSU, TI NKOMAGA, SAKAI TADATSUGU, AND SAKAKIBARA YASUMASA. 


“WHAT ABOUT THE RAMEN ELITE FOUR?” 
REAL-LIFE RAMEN CHAIN, AND REFERENCE 10 THE H MAIN FLAVOURS OF RAMEN: SALT, SOY, MISO AND PORK 


“THE IMPRESSIONIST ELITE FOUR!” 

REFERENCE 10 AN OLO TV SHOW, MONOMANE SHITENNOU CLIT. IMPRESSIONIST ELITE FOUR, WHICH WAS BASED 
AROUND IMPRESSIONS, AND FEATURED U FAMOUS IMPRESSIONISTS, ONE OF WHICH IS THE VOICE ACTOR FOR 
LUPIN IIT 


PAGE 5: 

“IF WE WERE A GROUP OF FIVE, THINGS COULD GET A LITTLE VIOLENT!” 

IN THE 690 PERIOD, FARMERS, MERCHANTS ETC. USED 10 FORM GROUPS OF 5, AND WOULD SPY ON AND GET INTO 
FIGHTS WITH OTHER GROUPS FOR CONTROL OF LAND, RESOURCES ANO INFORMATION 


“OUR MONTHLY WAGE WAS ONLY 10000 YEN!” 

REFERENCE TO KOREAN I00L GROUP KARA, AND THE FACT THAT SOME OF THE MEMBERS WERE BEING PAID LOW 
WAGES. THE GROLIP RENEGOTIATED THEIR CONTRACT, AN LOST A MEMBER. AT THE TIME THIS CHAPTER WAG WRITTEN, IT 
WAS REPORTED THAT THE MEMBERS WERE ONLY BEING PAID 10000 YEN PER MONTH CABOLIT 80 DOLLARS). 
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“I THINK I KNOW WHO THE CULPRIT WAS” 

THIS IS A REFERENCE TO KAZUO UMEZU, A JAPANESE HORROR MANGA ALITHOR, ANO ACTOR. HE FREQUENTLY WEARS A 
RED ANO WHITE STRIPED SHIRT 
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SECOND BUTTON 

REFERENCE 10 STAGE ACTOR ICHIKAWA 6BIZO, AND THE MAN WHO ASSAULTED HIM FOR MAKING HIM ORINK TEQUILA 
FROM A USED ASHTRAY, LION ITO. 
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“THEY MIGHT PUBLISH US IN MANGA TIME KIRARA NOW!” 

MANGA TIME KIRARA IS A MAGAZINE THAT FOCUSES MAINLY ON SEINEN U-KOMA MANGA, LIKE YUYUSHIKI AND 
KON. 


“I DON’T THINK WEAK JOKES ARE A PROBLEM FOR THAT MAGAZINE...” 

REFERENCE TO A TIME WHEN KUMETA WORKED AS A JUDGE FOR POTENTIAL NEW ENTRIES IN AN ISSUE OF 
MANGA TIME KIRARA. 

HE JOKED THAT PEOPLE DON'T PARTICULARLY CARE HOW GOOD THE JOKES ARE, AS LONG AS THE GIRLS ARE 
CUTE, ITLL SELL. 


“EVERYONE WILL BE EXPECTING ME TO SHOW MY "ENO" AT THE PUNCHLINE!” 
ACTUAL WORD MARII USES HERE IS KETSU, WHICH MEANS BOTH ASS AND CONCLUSION OF THE STORY. 
‘A MORE LITERAL TRANSLATION: 

“SINCE I’M ALWAYS THE KETSU CCONCLUSIOND...” 

“EVERYONE WILL BE EXPECTING ME TO SHOW MY KETSU CASS) AT THE PUNCHLINE!” 


SPECIAL PAGE: 

“WOU WERE A DIVER?” 

SPECIFICALLY AN AMA DIVER Cii.\ - LIT. SEA WOMAND. 

THOUGH NOT SO MUCH NOW, IT USEO 10 BE A FAIRLY COMMON JOB FOR GIRLS THAT LIVEO BY THE SEA, AND 
If WAS OFTEN DONE WEARING NOTHING BUT A LOIN CLOTH. THE JOB FORBIDS THE USE OF OXYGEN TANKS, 
INGTEAO THE GIRLS HAVE TO RELY ON HOLDING THEIR BREATH. WHILE PEARLS ARE THE MOST COMMON THING 
10 ONE FOR, DINING FOR SHELLFISH ETC. IS STILL PRETTY COMMON. 


“OF COURSE, WITH THAT JOB, I WAS HOLOING MY BREATH, NOT WASTING IT...” 

‘THE PHRAGE MARII USES HERE 15 BORLVSE, WHICH MEANS LONG-WINDED PERFORMANCE, BUT TRANSLATES 
LITERALLY 10 “LONG-BREATH PERFORMANCE” MAKING IT ALSO A PUN ABOUT HOLDING HER BREATH FOR 
OWING. 
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TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


SERVANT’S VENGEANCE 


THLE IS A PLAY ON RAKUGO STORY, “FLOWER VIEWING VENGEANCE”. 
SEE CHAPTER 18'S TL NOTES FOR MORE DETAILS. 
CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED 9TH APRIL 2011 
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“SINCE SHE'S YOUR KOUHAI, KIGU...” 

A KOUHE! IS SOMEONE WHO IS IN A JUNIOR POSITION IN THE WORKPLACE/SCHOOL ETC, WHILE SENPA] MEANS: 
SOMEONE IN A SUPERIOR POSITION. IT HAS NOTHING TO 00 WITH AGE OUTSIDE OF SCHOOLS, AND MORE 10 90 WITH 
‘TIME SERVED AT THAT LOCATION ANO RANK, MAKING KIGU SENPAI HERE EVEN THOUGH SHE’S ABOUT 19, COMPARED TO 
GAN IN HER MID 205. 
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“OON'T CALL ME KIGU-CHAN!” 

~CHAN IS A DIMINUTIVE HONOURIFIC THAT INDICATES THAT THE SPEAKER FINDS THE OTHER PERSON CUTE OR ENDEARING, 
USING IT ON SOMEONE IN A HIGHER POSITION IS USUALLY TAKEN AS AN INSULT. -SAN IS A GENERAL TILE OF RESPECT 
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“ANO ISN‘T THIS THE STRAWBERRY NEWS?” 

‘SANRIO'S MONTHLY MAGAZINE, FEATURING NEWS ABOUT THEIR PRODUCTS, UPCOMING SANRIO EVENTS ETC. 
FEATURES HELLO KITTY, WHICH IS HAROUKITE! KIGURUMI'S NAMESAKE 


PAGE 7: 
“WOU GOT It! FIVE FINGERS MEANS I WANT TONGARI CORN!” 
TONGARI CORN IS A BRAND OF CONE-SHAPED CORN SNACKS, SOLD AS BUGLES IN THE LIS 
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THE NOT-SEE PARTY 

THIS IS A PUN ON dspuitzOD'xé, CMINNA NO TOU - EVERYBODY'S PARTY WHICH WAS A POLITICAL PARTY IN JAPAN THAT 
DISBANDED IN 2O1U. HOWEVER HERE IT WAS SPELT AS FLA.7xD/5E CSTILL MINNA NO TOUD. THE INCLUSION OF 

‘THE KANUI “52” CSEE/LOOK/VIEW) CHANGES THE MEANING TO “NOT LOOKING PARTY” OR “NOT SEEING PARTY”. 


“WAIT?! SHE'S ELIGIBLE FOR ELECTIONIZ” “JUST HOW OLD IS SHE?” 
10 BE ELIGIBLE FOR ELECTION IN JAPAN, YOU HAVE 10 BE AT LEAST 25 YEARS OLD FOR THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES, AND AT LEAST 30 FOR THE HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS 


- MOVING THE CAPITAL TO SABAE 
‘SABAE IS A CITY THAT IS THE LARGEST PRODUCER OF GLASSES FRAMES IN JAPAN 


SPECIAL PAGE: 
“A NUN/? WHO ARE YOU, JAKUCHO SETOUCHI?!” 
JAKLUCHO SETOUCHI IS A FAMOUS JAPANESE BUDDHIST NUN AND NOVELIST 


KUKURU’S JOB 

KUKURU'S JOB HERE IS A BUDDHIST NUN, AN AMA Cle.) 

GUODHIST NUNS IN JAPAN HAVE A HISTORY OF PERFORMING PLAYS, WHICH MAY EXPLAIN WHY KUIKURU DECI9ED TO 
BECOME A RAKUGO PERFORMER. 

GUOOHIST NUNS LIGUALLY SHAVE THEIR HEADS, BUIT IN JAPAN, NUNS ARE FREE 10 KEEP THEIR HAIR IF THEY SO CHOOSE. 


THERE'S A LITTLE PUN THAT RUNS FROM THE LAST SPECIAL PAGE, IN THAT BOTH NUN ANO DIVER USE THE SAME WORD 
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TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


COUNTING THE VOTES 


TILE Cas {H85% - O KAIHYOUD IS A REFERENCE 10 A JAPANESE CUSTOM CALLED O KAICHOU CaS/HOR2 WHICH 1S THE 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF RELIGIOUS OBJECTS FROM BUDDHIST TEMPLES, USUALLY RELICS OR STATUARY, THAT ARE 
NORMALLY NOT ON DISPLAY. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED 9TH MAY 2011 
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ELECTION FEE 

JAPAN HAS A FEE FOR ENTERING AN ELECTION, THIS IS 10 STOP JOKE ENTRIES, OR PEOPLE MAKING A MOCKERY OF 
THE ELECTION. ONCE YOU HIT A CERTAIN NUMBER OF VOTES, YOUR MONEY IS REFUNDED. 
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“DON'T YOU HAVE TO BE OVER 30 TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR ELECTION ANYWAY?” 

10 BE ELIGIBLE FOR ELECTION IN JAPAN, YOU HAVE 10 BE AT LEAST 25 YEARS OLO FOR 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ANO AT LEAST 30 FOR THE HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS. IN THIS CASE, IT SEEMS THAT 
GAN WAS RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR ANO DION'T QUALIFY, DESPITE BEING OLD ENOUGH 10 RUN IN OTHER ELECTIONS. 


“BUT WHAT ABOUT MY 3 MILLION YEN?” 
ABOUT $2U,500 DOLLARS WITH 2015 EXCHANGE RATE 


KUSUOAMA 
A TYPE OF PAPER DECORATION, IN THE SHAPE OF A BALL 


“YOUNE BEEN SWINOLEO BY AN ELECTION FEE SCAM!” 

THERE HAVE BEEN A FEW OCCASIONS IN WHICH THIS HAG HAPPENED IN JAPAN, ONE OCCASION HAPPENED IN OSAKA, 
WHEN POLITICIAN TSI MEGUMU PUIT HIS HOUSE UP AS COLLATERAL FOR AN ELECTION FEE LOAN, ONLY FOR THE 
LENDER TO SELL HIS HOUSE 
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“QUICKLY! FILL IN THE OTHER EYE, PLEASE!” 

TRADITIONALLY, YOU BUY A DARUMA DOLL WHEN YOU SET OUT A GOAL FOR YOURSELF, YOU FILL IN ONE EYE WHEN YOU 
MAKE THE GOAL, ANO THE OTHER WHEN YOU ACHIEVE IT, AS A SORT OF PROMISE FOR THE OARUMA QOLL THAT YOU'LL 
WORK HARD 10 GIVE If BACK ITS FULL SIGHT 


PAGE 5: 
BKA IQOL ELECTION 
TOOL GROUPS HOLD ELECTIONS 10 DECIDE NEW MEMBERS 


“THAT'S A SCAM TOO!!” 

REFERENCE TO THE ELECTION FEE THAT USED TO BE REQUIRED TO GET INTO THE IDOL GROUP AKBHB’S IDOL 
ELECTIONS, WHICH WAS RUMOURED 10 BE 2 MILLION YEN ($16,000 IN 2015). THE GROUP’S RECORD COMPANY, 
KING RECORDS, DENIED THAT IT WAS EVER THAT HIGH, BUT HAVE SINCE DROPPED THE FEE ALTOGETHER. 
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CANOIOATE LIST 

TOP ROW, FAR RIGHT: NAMIHE| ISONO FROM SAZAE-GAN 

TOP ROW, MIOOLE: MAEDAX, KUMETA'S FORMER ASSISTANT 

BOTTOM ROW, FAR RIGHT: ISU KAGEROU, SZS CHARACTER 

BOTTOM ROW, SECOND FROM RIGHT: A REFERENCE 10 A HOSPITAL CHIEF WHO'S COMBOVER SLIPPED DOWN OURING 
AN INTERVIEW 

BOTTOM ROW, MIDDLE: NISHIYAMA HIDEHIKO 
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“FORMER PRIME MINISTER/?” 

FORMER JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER, YUKIO HATOYAMA. A PRETTY UNPOPULAR POLITICIAN WHO LED THE DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY OF JAPAN, AND PARTICULARLY HATED BY KUMETA 


FAR-RIGHT POSTER IS A REFERENCE TO AN OLO ACOM MASCOT CALLEO MUVIN-KLUN CMUTHAL FINANCE 
ASSOCIATION-KUND 

‘THIRO PROM RIGHT IS A VANILLA SPIDER REFERENCE 

FOURTH FROM RIGHT IS KIBAYASHI FROM MAGAZINE MYSTERY CHOUSAHAN 

FIPTH PROM RIGHT: A CHUPACABRA 


MIQOLE ROW: 
UTH FROM RIGHT: ROSWELL ALIEN 
‘STH FROM RIGHT: S6T. FROG 


PAGE 12: 

RIGING SOLAR FLARE PROBLEM: 

THE MANGA ANO ANIME BOTH REFER 10 AasRiBi/ \ILAIC OR "THE RISING PULSE OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM", WHICH 
DOESN'T MAKE TOO MUCH SENSE, AND THE KUMETAN WIKI OION‘T KNOW WHAT IT MEANT EITHER. APTER READING A LITTLE 
ONLINE, IT SEEMS THAT 201! WAS A PARTICULARLY ACTIVE YEAR FOR SOLAR FLARES, WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT FEAR THAT 
POTENTIAL ELECTROMAGNETIC PULSES FROM THESE SOLAR FLARES COULD DISRUPT TECHNOLOGY BACK ON GARTH IN 
THE JAPANESE MEDIA. 


“WOUNE READ LEVEL E, HAVEN'T YOU?! IT WAS MOSTLY TRUE!” 
LEVEL &, A MANGA BY YOSHIHIRO TOGAGHI, IN WHICH EARTH IS INHIBITED BY THOUSANDS OF ALIENS, FROM ALL OVER 
THE GALAXY 
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TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


CAVITY SHORE 


TITLE CSB - MUSHIBA HAMA) IS A REFERENCE TO A RAKUGO STORY CALLED SHIBAHAMA C335). 
THE STORY DETAILS A MAN WHO FINDS A PURSE FULL OF MONEY, ANO GETS ORUNK TO CELEBRATE. 
THIS STORY IS REFERENCED IN CHAPTER 18 BY KUKURU. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED 9TH JUNE 2011 
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“SHE'S TRYING TO ATONE THROUGH DRAWING?” 

11'S COMMON FOR PRISONERS OR THOSE WHO FEEL THEY HAVE PERFORMED A MISQEED 10 RECITE THE SUTRA 
AND CREATE IMAGES OF BUDDHA AS REPENTANCE 
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CHEBRUSHKA: 

THE IMAGE RESEMBLES CHEBURASHKA, A CHARACTER FROM A 1966 CHILOREN’S STORY BY SOVIET WRITER 
EDUARO USPENSKY. THOUGH ORIGINATING FROM RUSSIA, HE IS EXTREMELY POPULAR IN JAPAN. 


TOUGH TEETH: 
‘THE PICTURE IS OF BILLY HERRINGTON, A PORN ACTOR AND A MEME ON JAPANESE SITES SUCH AS NICONICO 


“SO MANY OF THEM HAVE JOKES IN THEIR NAMES!” 
BRAY CSHIKAD IS THE WORD FOR DENTIST CLINICS. 
THIS FITS ONTO A CERTAIN TYPE OF JAPANESE ADUECTIVE AND CAN CREATE NEW CONJUIGATIONS ANO PUNS 


neo Bere | HE’S NOT FROM AN ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRY JOESN’T MEAN HE'S 

i 1OR! 

KIGU IS REFERRING 10 PEOPLE GETTING SLAMMED BY DISNEY FOR EVEN HINTING AT LISING MICKEY MOUSE, WHILE 
IGNORING PEOPLE UIGING CHEBURASHKA WITHOUT PROPER PERMISSION EVEN THOUGH HES COMPLETELY UNDER 
RUSSIAN COPYRIGHT. THOUGH THIS IS PARTLY TO 00 WITH THE FACT THAT CHEBURASHKA’S COPYRIGHT GOT STOLEN 
‘ANO APPROPRIATED MANY TIMES QUE TO THE SOVIET LINION’S POOR COPYRIGHT RECORDS 
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“THESE OAYS WE CAN NEVER BE SURE WHEN ANOTHER EARTHQUAKE IS SUDDENLY GOING 
0 Hit’ 

‘THIS CHAPTER WAS PUBLISHED JUST A FEW MONTHS APTER THE 201 JAPAN GARTHOUAKE 
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“TEN-TE-TEN-TE!! TE-TE-TE-TEN!!! OLD MAN DENTIST-SAN!!” 
REFERENCE TO “HAISAI OuI-GAN”, A VERY POPULAR SONG BY MARUPUKU. 

‘THE “TEN-TE-TEN-TE” THAT MARII SINGS IS MIMICKING THE OPENING GUITAR OF THE SONG. 


PAGE 12: 

“WHAT IS THIS, PYTHAGORA SWITCH/?” 

PYTHAGORA SWITCH IS A JAPANESE EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION SHOW, THAT HAS BEEN RUNNING SINCE 2002. 
THE SHOW PREGUENTLY USES RUBE GOLDBERG MACHINES AS A LEARNING TOOL. 


ABANOON WORK! 
NISHIYAMA HIDEHIKO. HE WAS JAPAN'S FOREMOST SPOKESMAN FOR THE FLIKUIGHIMA NUCLEAR POWER STATION 
CRISIS. HE WAS OFTEN MADE FIN OF IN JAPANESE MEDIA FOR UNNATURALLY PERFECT HAIR. 
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DOWN THE 
CORRIDOR 
10 GET TO 
THE DRESSING 

ROO} 


mM, 
WHEN ALL OF A 
SUDDEN, OLIT OF 
NOWHERE, 
I HEARD 
‘SOMETHING... 


out OF 
THIS WORLO 
HORRIFYING 
RATTLING 


BUT THAT 
COUNTRY’S 


POP MUSIC 


=e : 
11'S THAT OAMN 
POP MUSIC SOMETHING FAR 
FROM THAT MORE SCARY 


one counrey WW, chain 
renter OTHERWORLOLY 
HEARING RATTLING... 

evervnnere! [1 |\h 


EVER BOUGHT 
ANY OF IT? 


HOW THE 
HELL IS IT 

{] SO POPULAR 
WHEN NOBODY) 

IS BUYING IT?! 


A GEIGER RATHER 
COUNTER IS THAN A 
MUCH MORE YOUKAl 


SERIOUS! 


CHILL OUR 
AUDIENCE!? 


IF PEOPLE 
DON'T EVEN 
GET SCARED 

BY YOUKAI 
ANYMORE... 


MAYBE 
IT'LL 
START 
TO FEEL 
COOLER 
IN HERE! 


THIS ROOM 
IS JUST AN 


DID BEFORt 


TM SENSING 
A SLIGHT 
GENERATION GAP 
HERE, GUYS 


Irs 
WORKING 


THE BLUE WELL THERE'S 
HAIR DOES SO MANY 
SEEM TO REMAKES AND 
BE COOLING RERUNS OUT 
THINGS DOWN THERE NOW... 


USED TO IT 
AGAIN, IT'S 
SWELTERING! 


THEY 
AND INSTEAD \-/7 SHOULD Stop 
ONLY SHOW Pls 
suows with })) > REBROADCASTING| 
TOUCH SO MUCH 
BLUE HAIRED 


CHARACTERS DURING THE 


IN THEM! 


OF course! 
EVERYONE, 
PUT ON 
SOMETHING 
BLUE! 


WHAT ABOUT 
PUTTING ON OUR 
BLUE KIMONO!? 


yy i 
6 /) GHOSTSI!! 


Fs 
Aes 


MORE! 


THINGS...! 


IT's His. 
BEGINNING || WIFE IS 
TO FEEL SCARIER 
HOT IN HERE || THAN ANY 
AGAIN MONSTER 


‘AHH, YOUR 
MONGOLIAN 
SPOT IS. 


60 BLUE, 
MARII-SAN! 


HELLO AGAIN EVERYONE, IT’S ME YASU. 

AT LONG LAST THE 3RD VOLUME IS COMPLETE, DID YOU LIKE IT? 

THIS VOLUME FEATURED PLENTY OF GAN BEING VIOLENT AND TEASING THE OTHERS, 
IT WAS A LOT OF FUN TO DRAW! 

I STILL FEEL LIKE I'M BAD AT DRAWING CHARACTERS WITH GLASSES, 

60 T'LL TRY MY BEST TO MAKE HER EVEN CLITER NEXT TIME. 


I'D LIKE TO THANK KUMETA-SENSE|, EDITOR-SAMA AND DESIGNER-SAMA ONCE AGAIN 
FOR ALL THEIR HELP. 

TO MY ASSISTANTS, SAKLIRABA-KLIN, DANGO-SAN AND CHIDA-SAN, THANK YOLI SO MUCH 
FOR YOUR HELP AND COOPERATION. 

AND TO ALL THE READERS, OF COURSE, THANK YOU SO SO MLICH! 

T LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL AGAIN! 


NOW, ONTO THE NEXT VOLLIME! 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


BLACK ANO BLUE AND GREEN 


‘THE THLE CSE - AOGE) IS A REFERENCE 10 A RAKUGO STORY CALLED #93% CAONA - GREEN VEGETABLES). 
I1’S THE STORY OF AN ESTATE OWNER, TREATING HIS GARDENER 10 FOOD AND DRINK BECAUSE IT’S 100 HOT 10 
WORK. THE ESTATE OWNER AND HIS WIFE SPEAK USING OBSCURE, DIFFICULT WORDS AND THE GARDENER HAS NO 
IDEA WHAT THEY'RE SAYING. APTER A WHILE HE TRIES TO MIMIC THEM ANO FAILS, BUT ENDEARS HIMSELF FURTHER 
10 HIS BOSS. HE ALSO REFERS 10 BLACK HORSES. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED 8TH JULY 2011 

PAGE 3: 

“BECAUSE OF COOLBIZ WE HAVE 10 ORESS LIKE THIS 10 STAY COOL!” 

COOLBIZ WAS A JAPANESE ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVE 10 GET PEOPLE 10 WEAR LIGHTER CLOTHING, ANO STOP 
RELYING ON THE AIR CONDITIONING IN THE WORKPLACE. 

SINCE THIS WAS WRITTEN IN 201, APTER THE GIANT EARTHOUAKE AND FUKUSHIMA POWER STATION INCIDENT, 

10 STOP BROWNOUTS AND POWER-CLITS DUE 10 THE DOWNED POWER-STATION, COOLBIZ WAS KICKED UP A 
NOTCH, WITH MANY WORKPLACES NOT USING AIR-CONDITIONING OR FANS AT ALL, AS A RESULT PEOPLE HAD 10 
WEAR PRETTY SKIMPY CLOTHING TO KEEP COOL 


“IF WE WERE 10 ASK 100 OLD MEN IN SHINGASHI...” 

SHINBAGHI IS AN AREA IN TOKYO WHERE THERE ARE MANY TELEVISION STUDIO OFFICES, SO WHEN A 1 SHOW 
REGUIRES A VOX POP OR THE GENERAL PUBLIC'S PARTICIPATION, THEY OFTEN HEAD OOWN 10 THE TRAIN STATION IN 
THE AREA, WHICH HAS A REPUTATION FOR ALWAYS BEING FULL OF OLD MEN. 


POSTER: 

THE POSTER HERE IS OF ANAROGUMA, A MASCOT CREATED BY JAPANESE BULLETIN BOARD 2CHANNEL IN ORDER 
10 PROTEST THE SWITCHING OFF OF ANALOGUE TV SIGNALS. 

SINCE THIS PROTEST FAILED, THE PICTURE SHOWN IS IN THE STYLE OF A DECEASED PERSON PORTRAIT, THOUGH IN 
THE MAGAZINE VERSION, IT WAS JUST A NORMAL PORTRAIT. THIS IS BECAUSE THE ANALOGUE SIGNAL WAS TURNED 
OFF IN THE GAP BETWEEN BEING PUBLISHED IN THE MAGAZINE, AND THE TANKOBON’S RELEASE. 

HE EVOLVED OUT OF THE KUMA SHIFT_ JIS ART THAT IS POPULAR ON 2CHANNEL, IN A SIMILAR MANNER TO. 
PEOOBEAR IN THE WEST 


PAGE @: 

TRAPPED SPIRIT: 

THE WORD KIGU USES IS Sh8GSE - JIBAKURE!, TRANSLATED LITERALLY IT MEANS EARTH-BOUND GHOST, BUT IS A 
WORD THAT MEANS RESIQUAL HAUNTING, OR THE IDEA THAT A PERSON’S SPIRIT CAN BE TRAPPED OR RECORDED 
SOMEHOW IN A LOCATION OR OBJECT AND CAN‘T EVER BE REMOVED 


PAGE 7: 

“IT’S A PRIME MINISTER YOU CAN‘T EVER GET RIO OF!” 

NAOTO KAN, FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN. WIDELY HATED OURING HIS LEADERSHIP ANO ESPECIALLY 

BY KUMETA, HE RETIRED THE MONTH APTER THIS CHAPTER WAS FIRST PUBLISHED. 

KAN WAS THE LEAQER OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF JAPAN, AND DURING HIS LEADERSHIP HE MADE A LOT OF 
UNPOPULAR DECISIONS WITH THE MORE CONSERVATIVE OF JAPAN, INCLUDING DOUBLING SALES TAXES, 
APOLOGIZING TO SOUTH KOREA FOR ITS ANNEXATION ON THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1910 JAPAN - KOREA 
TREATY, MIS-MANAGING RELATIONSHIPS WITH CHINA ANO WAS BEING PERCEIVED AS A WEAK, INEFFECTUAL LEADER 
APTER THE 2011 GARTHOUAKE 


OIET BUILDING 
JAPANESE HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT 


PAGE 8: 

YOU SHOULD TURN BACK THE WAY YOU CAME 

REFERENCE TO TENOAI MAKYOII: ZIRIA AN OLO JAPANESE GAME IN WHICH YOU CAN BE ATTACKED BY GHOSTS IN 
CORRIDORS. THE SOUND YOU SEE IN THE NEXT PANEL IS A REFERENCE 10 THE SOLIND AN ATTACKING ENEMY 
MAKES IN THAT GAME. 


GO CLOCKWISE 

IN JAPAN, IN PLACES WHERE THERE ARE RUMOURED 10 BE SPIRITS CHAUNTED HOUSES, GRAVEYAROS), IT'S A 
COMMON SUPERSTITIOUS ACT TO WALK AROUND THEM IN A CLOCKWISE MANNER, AS WALKING: 
COUNTER-CLOCKWISE GETS YOU CURSED. 

THE REASONS FOR THIS ARE A LITILE UNCLEAR, BUT IT SEEMS RELATED TO ZEN BUOCHISM, AND A METHOD OF 
PRAYER CALLEO KINHIN, IN WHICH PRACTITIONERS WILL WALK AROUNO IN A CLOCKWISE CIRCLE, IN BETWEEN 
PERIODS OF SITTING DOWN TO MEDITATE. 


STATUE IS OF KSITIGARBHA, A BODHIGATIVA THAT PROTECTS CHILOREN ANO TRAVELLERS: 


“BUT THAT COUNTRY’S POP MUSIC IS REALLY POPLILAR!” 
KOREAN POP MUSIC IS PRETTY POPULAR IN JAPAN, BUT DUE TO THE STRAINED RELATIONSHIP OF THE THO 
COUNTRIES IT CAN BE A CONTENTIOUS MATTER FOR SOME PEOPLE 


PAGE 9: 

“THINGS MUST BE BAD FOR YOUKAI TOO, THESE DAYS” 

KITAROU FROM GEGEGE NO KITAROU, A MANGA SERIES BY SHIGERU MIZUKI. 11'S IS KNOWN FOR ITS 
POPULARIGATION OF JAPANESE MYTHOLOGICAL FOLKLORE LIKE YOUKAI. KITAROU HIMGELF IS A YOUKAI, AND 
WORKS TO TRY ANO BRING PEACE BETWEEN HUMAN AND YOUIKAI 


PAGE 10: 
WE STILL CONT KNOW THE NAME OF THAT MASK WE SAW THAT OAY 
REFERENCE TO ANOHANA: THE FLOWER WE SAW THAT DAY 


PAGE Il: 

KIGU: WHO 00 YOU THINK I AM? KONATA? CLUCKY STAR C200U) 

KUKURU: YOU MEAN LIKE AYANAMI? CNEON GENESIS EVANGELION) (1995) 
MARI: WHO AM I? AOSHI-GAMA? CRUROUNI KENSHIND C199) 

GAN: I’M NO SOLDIER BLUE, OAMN IT! CTOWARO THE TERRA) (1977) 


“THEY SHOULD STOP REBROADCASTING TOUCH SO MUCH DURING THE SUMMER!” 
TOUCH IS A MANGA ANO ANIME SERIES BY MITSURU ADACHI. 


CHARACTERS: 

REI AYANAMI - SOLOIER BLUE 

MISATO KATSURAGI - AIKO SENOO - SAILOR MERCURY 
HAYATE AYASAKI 


PAGE 12: 

“HIS WIFE IS SCARIER THAN ANY MONSTER” 

THIS IS MIURA TOSHIKIRO, THE EDITOR FOR JOSHIRAKU. 

T ASSUME KUMETA IS JUST TAKING A SHOT AT HIS WIFE AS FRIENOLY BANTER 


